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The Wedding Ceremony #2 

 

Dearly Beloved: 

 

We are gathered together here in the presence of this company, 

 to join together this man and this woman in holy matrimony;  

which is an honorable estate, instituted by God,  

signifying unto us the mystical union that is between Christ 

 and His Church, which holy estate Christ adorned  

and beautified with His presence in the first miracle 

 that he wrought in Cana of Galilee, and is commended of  

St. Paul to be honorable among all men; and therefore,  

is to be entered into reverently, discreetly, advisedly, soberly  

and in the fear of God.  Into this Holy estate these 

 two persons present come now to be joined. 
 

 

(optional) 

To the Congregation 
 

(Name of Groom) and (Name of Bride) welcome you,  

their family and friends.  Each of you has given something of yourself  

into their lives. They want you to know that your love,  

guidance and encouragement will forever be appreciated. 

It is fitting, then, that you should share this celebration of their  

commitment to God and to each other to live their lives as one,  

and they are happy that you are with them. 

 

Who gives this woman to be married? 
 

Answer:  “I do on behalf of __________.” 

 

 

A reading from Paul to the Corinthians: 

I Corinthians 13 
 

“If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels but have not love,   

I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.   

And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and  

all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains,  
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but have not love,  I am nothing,  if I give away all I have,  

and even if I sacrifice my life,  I gain nothing. 
 

Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; 

it is not arrogant or rude.  Love does not insist 

on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful;  

 it does not rejoice in wrong, but rejoices in the right. 

Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things  

and endures all things.  

 

 Love never ends;… 

 

So faith, hope, and love abide, these three; 

 but the greatest of these is love.” 

 

 

George Eliot said: 
 

“What greater thing is there for two human souls than to feel they are 

joined for life to strengthen each other in all labor,  

to rest on each other in all sorrow, 

to minister to each other in all pain, 

to be one with each other in silent, 

unspeakable memories at the moment of the last parting.” 

 

 

 

Questions to Groom & Bride 
 

To the Groom 
 

(Name of Groom), do you take this woman to be your wedded wife, 

to live together after God’s Word, in the Holy state of matrimony?  Do you 

promise to love her, comfort her, honor and keep her, in sickness and in health, 

and forsaking all others,  keep yourself only unto her, 

 so long as you both shall live? 

 

Answer:  I Do 
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To the Bride 
 

(Name of Bride), do you take this man to be your wedded husband, to live 

together after God’s Word, in the Holy State of Matrimony?   

Do you promise to love him, comfort him, honor and keep him,  

in sickness and in health, and forsaking all others, 

keep yourself only unto him, so long as you both shall live? 

 

Answer:  I Do 

 

VOWS 
 

(Name of Groom) and (Name of Bride), will you join your hands,   

face each other and repeat individually after me. 

 

From the Groom 
 

“I, (Name of Groom)  take you, (Name of Bride), 

 to be my wedded wife, 

to have and to hold from this day forth,  

for better, or for worse,  

for richer, or for poorer,  

in sickness and in health, 

to love and to cherish,  

as long as we both shall live,  

according to God’s Holy ordinance,  

and thereto I give you my life. 

 

From the Bride 
 

“I, (Name of Bride), take you, (Name of Groom)  

to be my wedded husband, 

to have and to hold from this day forth,  

for better, or for worse,  

for richer, or for poorer,  

in sickness and in health, 

to love and to cherish,  

as long as we both shall live,  

according to God’s Holy ordinance,  

and thereto I give you my life. 
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The Ring Ceremony 
 

(Minister receives rings) 
 

When God made a covenant with Noah, He set His rainbow in the sky as a 

reminder of that covenant, and said;  
 

“I will look upon it that I may remember it was an everlasting covenant.” 

 

So from this we learn that it is well for us, when entering into solemn 

agreements, to set aside some token as a reminder.  You have, therefore, chosen 

these rings as a token of your marriage covenant.  They are made of gold*, 

 a type of material that is not easily tarnished or destroyed,  

fittingly representing the ties that bind husband and wife together. 

 

The ring, an endless circle, until broken by some outside force, is a symbol of  

the unbroken marriage union which God has ordained,  

that it shall continue until broken only by death. 

 

* - or of whatever you ring is made 

 

 

To the Groom 
 

(Name of Groom) take this ring and place it upon (Name of Bride)’s finger 

and let it be the seal of your mutual love and fidelity,  

and a memorial of this sacred service.   

 

Please repeat after me: 

 

“With this ring, to you I am wed, 

 and with it, I endow to you  

all my worldly goods,  

in the Name of the Father,  

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” 
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To the Bride 
 

(Name of Bride), take this ring and place it upon (Name of Groom)’s finger 

and let it be the seal of your mutual love and fidelity,  

and a memorial of this sacred service.  Please repeat after me: 

 

“With this ring, to you I am wed, 

 and with it, I endow to you  

all my love and honor,  

in the Name of the Father,  

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” 

 

 

 

The Minister’s Charge 
 

Now let me speak to your hearts.  I charge you both as you hope for happiness 

in your marriage, to be true to these vows you have made to each other.  With 

your marriage, from this day, you begin life anew, with larger responsibilities. 

 

Let not your voices lose the tender tone of affection, 

nor your eyes forget the tender ray with which they shine on this day.  And 

greatest of all -- let God be enthroned above all else at all times. 

 

 

Pronouncement 

 

And now having heard you make these pledges of your affection, and take these 

vows of fidelity, I do by virtue of the authority vested in me, as a Minister of the 

Gospel and in accordance with the laws of God and the Commonwealth of 

Virginia, pronounce you husband and wife, no longer two, but now one, in the 

Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Those whom God has joined together, let no man put asunder. 
 

 (Name of Groom) you may now kiss the bride. 

 

I now present to you:  Mr. & Mrs. (Names) 


